
 

                                            ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Alistair George McKeand Sinton, affectionately known as : 

‘Mr Alnmouth,’ was a beloved figure in the village of Alnmouth, 
Northumberland. Born in Newcastle in August 1927, Alistair spent 
his entire professional career with the law firm Sinton’s LLP, where 
he was articled to his father, John H. Sinton, starting in 1949. 

Alistair married Dorothea Harbottle in 1953, and together they 
had three children: Richard, Philip, and Joanna.  

The couple was deeply involved in the Alnmouth community, 
initiating numerous activities that continue to thrive today.  

Alistair was particularly known for leading the Alnmouth Veteran 
Walkers, organizing walks that explored the local hills and 
historical sites 

His contributions to the village were numerous and varied. He 
played a key role in the Alnmouth Village Show, often participating 
in entertaining roles such as Uncle Fester and a crocodile for 
Punch and Judy. Alistair was also instrumental in creating a village 
map, which remains displayed in Hindmarsh Hall 

 

Alistair’s interests extended beyond his professional and 
community work. He was passionate about trains, painting, golf, 
and history. His model train set has been bequeathed to the Aln 
Valley Railway, where it is hoped, the trains will continue to run for 
public enjoyment. 

He is fondly remembered for his energetic involvement in village 
life and his legacy in Alnmouth. 



LOVAINE TERRACE 
Its history and its people 

by 

Alistair Sinton 

A reconstruction of display at Hindmarsh Hall 2016; 

As I live in the Terrace I can not praise its qualities enough save to say that it really is a 
very pleasant place to reside as it is perched on the top of its steep bank down to the 
riverside field and with its view catching the afternoon sun and sunset over the ever 
changing tide and towards the Warkworth road and the railway beyond. 

Repeating the late Fred Bettes's words in - "The story of Alnmouth" - an 
interesting feature of the area is the terrace of small villas that were constructed of in
situ concrete by a local builder called Peter Rule between 1872 and 1878, they form 
prominent feature when the Village is viewed from the West, their colour-washed 
facades looking down to the estuary present a welcome appearance. 
But now more detail from a study of number 7 by The Traditional Architecture Group of 
The Centre For Lifelong Learning, University of Newcastle "made in 2002- " Lovaine 

--� Terrace is listed Grade II by English
� Heritage. It is a terrace of eight 

houses facing West overlooking the 
estuary of the river Aln. The land on 
which it was built was acquired by 
Peter Rule on 13the May 1872. The 
terrace was under construction by 
1874 and by 1877 five houses were 
complete and sold although numbers 
6 and 7 were not sold until 1884. It 
would appear that the houses were a 
speculative venture. By this time 
Alnmouth had become an 
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